
ST. JOHN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

AN ORDER FOR EVENING PRAYER (BCP PG. 41) 
April 15th, 2020 

The Officiant may begin Evening Prayer by reading an opening sentence of  Scripture. One of  the following, or a 
sentence from among those provided at the end of  the Office (pages 54-56), is customary. 

I have loved the habitation of  your house and the place where your honor dwell. PSALM 26:8 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Officiant says to the People 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

Silence is kept. All kneeling, the Officiant and People say 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  

We have followed too much the devices and desires 
of  our own hearts. 

We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of  your holy Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of  all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of  life, and the grace and consolation of  his Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

THE INVITATORY 
All stand. 

 Officiant O Lord, open our lips; 
 People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
Officiant     O God, make speed to save us; 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 People As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 



 Officiant Praise the Lord. 
 People The Lord’s Name be praised. 

The following or some other suitable hymn or Psalm may be sung or said. 

PHOS HILARON 
O Gladsome Light 

O gladsome light, 
pure brightness of  the everliving Father in heaven, *  
 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of  the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light, * 
 we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, * 
 O Son of  God, O Giver of  Life, 
 and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Then follows 

THE PSALM OR PSALMS APPOINTED 

Psalm 107:23-43  

23 Some went down to the sea in ships, 
    doing business on the great waters; 
24 they saw the deeds of  the Lord, 
    his wondrous works in the deep. 
25 For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, 
    which lifted up the waves of  the sea. 
26 They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths; 
    their courage melted away in their evil plight; 
27 they reeled and staggered like drunken men 
    and were at their wits' end.[a] 
28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
    and he delivered them from their distress. 
29 He made the storm be still, 
    and the waves of  the sea were hushed. 
30 Then they were glad that the waters[b] were quiet, 
    and he brought them to their desired haven. 
31 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 
    for his wondrous works to the children of  man! 
32 Let them extol him in the congregation of  the people, 
    and praise him in the assembly of  the elders. 
33 He turns rivers into a desert, 
    springs of  water into thirsty ground, 
34 a fruitful land into a salty waste, 



    because of  the evil of  its inhabitants. 
35 He turns a desert into pools of  water, 
    a parched land into springs of  water. 
36 And there he lets the hungry dwell, 
    and they establish a city to live in; 
37 they sow fields and plant vineyards 
    and get a fruitful yield. 
38 By his blessing they multiply greatly, 
    and he does not let their livestock diminish. 
39 When they are diminished and brought low 
    through oppression, evil, and sorrow, 
40 he pours contempt on princes 
    and makes them wander in trackless wastes; 
41 but he raises up the needy out of  affliction 
    and makes their families like flocks. 
42 The upright see it and are glad, 
    and all wickedness shuts its mouth. 
43 Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; 
    let them consider the steadfast love of  the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 

The Old Testament Lesson is read, the Reader first saying 

A Reading from Job 13 

1 “Behold, my eye has seen all this, my ear has heard and understood it. 2 What you know, I also 
know; I am not inferior to you. 3 But I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to argue my case 
with God. 4 As for you, you whitewash with lies; worthless physicians are you all. 5 Oh that you 
would keep silent, and it would be your wisdom! 6 Hear now my argument and listen to the 
pleadings of  my lips. 7 Will you speak falsely for God and speak deceitfully for him? 8 Will you 
show partiality toward him? Will you plead the case for God? 9 Will it be well with you when he 
searches you out? Or can you deceive him, as one deceives a man? 10 He will surely rebuke you if  in 
secret you show partiality. 11 Will not his majesty terrify you, and the dread of  him fall upon you? 12 
Your maxims are proverbs of  ashes; your defenses are defenses of  clay. 13 “Let me have silence, and 
I will speak, and let come on me what may. 14 Why should I take my flesh in my teeth and put my 
life in my hand? 15 Though he slay me, I will hope in him; yet I will argue my ways to his face. 16 
This will be my salvation, that the godless shall not come before him. 17 Keep listening to my 
words, and let my declaration be in your ears. 18 Behold, I have prepared my case; I know that I 
shall be in the right. 19 Who is there who will contend with me? For then I would be silent and die. 
20 Only grant me two things, then I will not hide myself  from your face: 21 withdraw your hand far 
from me, and let not dread of  you terrify me. 22 Then call, and I will answer; or let me speak, and 
you reply to me. 23 How many are my iniquities and my sins? Make me know my transgression and 
my sin. 24 Why do you hide your face and count me as your enemy? 25 Will you frighten a driven 
leaf  and pursue dry chaff? 26 For you write bitter things against me and make me inherit the 



iniquities of  my youth. 27 You put my feet in the stocks and watch all my paths; you set a limit for 
the soles of  my feet. 28 Man wastes away like a rotten thing, like a garment that is moth-eaten. 

After each Lesson the Reader may say 

The Word of  the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

MAGNIFICAT 
The Song of  Mary 

My soul magnifies the Lord, * 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
For he has regarded * 
 the lowliness of  his handmaiden. 
For behold, from now on, * 
 all generations will call me blessed;  
For he that is mighty has magnified me, * 
 and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on those who fear him, *  
 throughout all generations. 
He has shown the strength of  his arm; * 
 he has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.  
He has brought down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has exalted the humble and meek.  
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
He, remembering his mercy, has helped his servant Israel, *  
 as he promised to our fathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  

LUKE 1:46-55 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

The New Testament Lesson is read, the Reader first saying 

A Reading from Hebrews 4:14–5:10  

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of  
God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of  grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of  need. 1 For every high priest chosen from among men is 
appointed to act on behalf  of  men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can 
deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself  is beset with weakness. 3 Because of  
this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of  the people. 4 And 
no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 So also 
Christ did not exalt himself  to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, 



“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in another place, “You are a priest 
forever, after the order of  Melchizedek.” 7 In the days of  his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of  his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of  eternal salvation to all who obey him, 
10 being designated by God a high priest after the order of  Melchizedek. 

After each Lesson the Reader may say 

The Word of  the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
The Song of  Simeon 

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, *  
 according to your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, * 
 which you have prepared before the face of  all people;  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
 and to be the glory of  your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; * as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

LUKE 2:29-32 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
and born of  the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 



 Officiant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with your spirit. 
 Officiant Let us pray. 

The People kneel or stand. 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us. or  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy Name,    
thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those    
who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever. Amen.   

Then follows the Suffrages 

 Officiant O Lord, show your mercy upon us;  
 People And grant us your salvation. 
 Officiant O Lord, guide those who govern us; 
 People And lead us in the way of  justice and truth. 
 Officiant Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
 People And let your people sing with joy. 
 Officiant O Lord, save your people;  
 People And bless your inheritance. 
 Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 People And defend us by your mighty power. 
 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;     .    
 People Nor the hope of  the poor be taken away. 
 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 People And take not your Holy Spirit from us. 

The Officiant then prays the following Collects 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 



Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of  sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of  
this world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR PROTECTION Wednesday 

O God, the life of  all who live, the light of  the faithful, the strength of  those who labor, and the 
repose of  the dead: We thank you for the blessings of  the day that is past, and humbly ask for your 
protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who 
died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST Thursday 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the 
breaking of  bread. Grant this for the sake of  your love.  Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR FAITH Friday 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of  death: Grant to us your servants so to 
follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you and 
wake up in your likeness; for your tender mercies’ sake. Amen. 

Unless the Great Litany or the Eucharist is to follow, one of  the following prayers for mission is added. If  the Great 
Litany is used, it follows here, or after a hymn or anthem, and concludes the Office. 

PRAYER FOR MISSION 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake.  Amen. 

The Officiant may invite the People to offer intercessions and thanksgivings 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, 
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
 to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
 and all the blessings of  this life; 
 but above all for your immeasurable love 
 in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 



 not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
 by giving up our selves to your service,  
 and by walking before you 
 in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time, with one accord to make our common 
supplications to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 
are gathered together in his Name you will grant their requests: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to 
come life everlasting.  Amen. 

 Officiant Alleluia, alleluia, Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory 
to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 

EPHESIANS 3:20-21 


