
ST. JOHN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  

AN ORDER FOR EVENING PRAYER (BCP PG. 41) 
April 8th, 2020 

The Officiant may begin Evening Prayer by reading an opening sentence of  Scripture. One of  the following, or a 
sentence from among those provided at the end of  the Office (pages 54-56), is customary. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid 
on him the iniquity of  us all.  

ISAIAH 53:6 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Officiant says to the People 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

Silence is kept. All kneeling, the Officiant and People say 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  

We have followed too much the devices and desires 
of  our own hearts. 

We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of  your holy Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of  all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of  life, and the grace and consolation of  his Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

THE INVITATORY 
All stand. 

 Officiant O Lord, open our lips; 
 People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
Officiant     O God, make speed to save us; 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 



 Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 People As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 Officiant Praise the Lord. 
 People The Lord’s Name be praised. 

The following or some other suitable hymn or Psalm may be sung or said. 

PHOS HILARON 
O Gladsome Light 

O gladsome light, 
pure brightness of  the everliving Father in heaven, *  
 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of  the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light, * 
 we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, * 
 O Son of  God, O Giver of  Life, 
 and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Then follows 

THE PSALM OR PSALMS APPOINTED 
Psalm 91 

1 He who dwells in the shelter of  the Most High 
    will abide in the shadow of  the Almighty. 
2 I will say[a] to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of  the fowler 
    and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with his pinions, 
    and under his wings you will find refuge; 
    his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
5 You will not fear the terror of  the night, 
    nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
    nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
7 A thousand may fall at your side, 
    ten thousand at your right hand, 
    but it will not come near you. 
8 You will only look with your eyes 
    and see the recompense of  the wicked. 
9 Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— 
    the Most High, who is my refuge[b]— 
10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
    no plague come near your tent. 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you in all your ways. 



12 On their hands they will bear you up, 
    lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the adder; 
    the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 
14 “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; 
    I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; 
    I will be with him in trouble; 
    I will rescue him and honor him. 
16 With long life I will satisfy him 
    and show him my salvation.” 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 

The Old Testament Lesson is read, the Reader first saying 

A Reading from Job 6: 1-30 

1 Then Job answered and said: 2 “Oh that my vexation were weighed, and all my calamity laid in the 
balances! 3 For then it would be heavier than the sand of  the sea; therefore my words have been 
rash. 4 For the arrows of  the Almighty are in me; my spirit drinks their poison; the terrors of  God 
are arrayed against me. 5 Does the wild donkey bray when he has grass, or the ox low over his 
fodder? 6 Can that which is tasteless be eaten without salt, or is there any taste in the juice of  the 
mallow? 7 My appetite refuses to touch them; they are as food that is loathsome to me. 8 “Oh that I 
might have my request, and that God would fulfill my hope, 9 that it would please God to crush me, 
that he would let loose his hand and cut me off! 10 This would be my comfort; I would even exult in 
pain unsparing, for I have not denied the words of  the Holy One. 11 What is my strength, that I 
should wait? And what is my end, that I should be patient? 12 Is my strength the strength of  stones, 
or is my flesh bronze? 13 Have I any help in me, when resource is driven from me? 14 “He who 
withholds kindness from a friend forsakes the fear of  the Almighty. 15 My brothers are treacherous 
as a torrent-bed, as torrential streams that pass away, 16 which are dark with ice, and where the snow 
hides itself. 17 When they melt, they disappear; when it is hot, they vanish from their place. 18 The 
caravans turn aside from their course; they go up into the waste and perish. 19 The caravans of  
Tema look, the travelers of  Sheba hope. 20 They are ashamed because they were confident; they 
come there and are disappointed. 21 For you have now become nothing; you see my calamity and 
are afraid. 22 Have I said, ‘Make me a gift’? Or, ‘From your wealth offer a bribe for me’? 23 Or, 
‘Deliver me from the adversary’s hand’? Or, ‘Redeem me from the hand of  the ruthless’? 24 “Teach 
me, and I will be silent; make me understand how I have gone astray. 25 How forceful are upright 
words! But what does reproof  from you reprove? 26 Do you think that you can reprove words, 
when the speech of  a despairing man is wind? 27 You would even cast lots over the fatherless, and 
bargain over your friend. 28 “But now, be pleased to look at me, for I will not lie to your face. 29 
Please turn; let no injustice be done. Turn now; my vindication is at stake. 30 Is there any injustice 
on my tongue? Cannot my palate discern the cause of  calamity? 



After each Lesson the Reader may say 

The Word of  the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

MAGNIFICAT 
The Song of  Mary 

My soul magnifies the Lord, * 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
For he has regarded * 
 the lowliness of  his handmaiden. 
For behold, from now on, * 
 all generations will call me blessed;  
For he that is mighty has magnified me, * 
 and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on those who fear him, *  
 throughout all generations. 
He has shown the strength of  his arm; * 
 he has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.  
He has brought down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has exalted the humble and meek.  
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
He, remembering his mercy, has helped his servant Israel, *  
 as he promised to our fathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  

LUKE 1:46-55 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

The New Testament Lesson is read, the Reader first saying 

A Reading from 2 Timothy 2: 1-26 

1 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and what you have heard 
from me in the presence of  many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of  Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian 
pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he 
competes according to the rules. 6 It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share 
of  the crops. 7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. 8 
Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of  David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for 
which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of  God is not bound! 10 
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of  the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that 
is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The saying is trustworthy, for: If  we have died with him, we 
will also live with him; 12 if  we endure, we will also reign with him; if  we deny him, he also will deny 
us; 13 if  we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. 14 Remind them of  
these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only 



ruins the hearers. 15 Do your best to present yourself  to God as one approved, a worker who has no 
need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of  truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will 
lead people into more and more ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among 
them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection 
has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of  some. 19 But God’s firm foundation stands, 
bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of  
the Lord depart from iniquity.” 20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of  gold and silver 
but also of  wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if  anyone 
cleanses himself  from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, 
useful to the master of  the house, ready for every good work. 22 So flee youthful passions and 
pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure 
heart. 23 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed 
quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, 
patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of  the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape 
from the snare of  the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 

After each Lesson the Reader may say 

The Word of  the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
The Song of  Simeon 

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, *  
 according to your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, * 
 which you have prepared before the face of  all people;  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
 and to be the glory of  your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; * as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

LUKE 2:29-32 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
and born of  the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 



and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

 Officiant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with your spirit. 
 Officiant Let us pray. 

The People kneel or stand. 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us. or  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy Name,    
thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those    
who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever. Amen.   

Then follows the Suffrages 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of  peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 



That there may be peace in your Church and in the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment 
seat of  Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  St. John’s all your saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Officiant then prays the following Collects 

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 

Assist us mercifully with your grace, Lord God of  our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
meditation of  those mighty acts by which you have promised us life and immortality; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR PROTECTION Wednesday 

O God, the life of  all who live, the light of  the faithful, the strength of  those who labor, and the 
repose of  the dead: We thank you for the blessings of  the day that is past, and humbly ask for your 
protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who 
died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST Thursday 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the 
breaking of  bread. Grant this for the sake of  your love.  Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR THE EVE OF WORSHIP Saturday 

O God, the source of  eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you, that 
our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the morrow give you glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Unless the Great Litany or the Eucharist is to follow, one of  the following prayers for mission is added. If  the Great 
Litany is used, it follows here, or after a hymn or anthem, and concludes the Office. 

PRAYER FOR MISSION 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of  your presence: Send forth upon us the Spirit of  
love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



The Officiant may invite the People to offer intercessions and thanksgivings 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, 
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
 to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
 and all the blessings of  this life; 
 but above all for your immeasurable love 
 in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
 by giving up our selves to your service,  
 and by walking before you 
 in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time, with one accord to make our common 
supplications to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 
are gathered together in his Name you will grant their requests: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to 
come life everlasting.  Amen. 

 Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 


