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CONCERNING MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 

 
 
Maundy Thursday receives its name from the mandatum (commandment) given by our 
Lord: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another” (JOHN 13:34).  
 
The Maundy Thursday service recalls Jesus’ final meal with the disciples in the Upper 
Room. At the Last Supper, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and commanded them to love 
and serve one another as he had done. This day traditionally commemorates the Lord’s 
example of servant ministry, the institution of the Eucharist, the agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and the betrayal leading to the crucifixion. 
 
Since we cannot gather for a Eucharistic celebration, you are invited to worship with 
your loved ones at home, recalling the Last Supper and focusing on Christ’s call to serve 
one another.  

What you need:  

• A printed copy of this liturgy or smartphones/tablets for all participants 
• A container, bin, or bucket that you can fill with water and is large enough for your feet  
• A towel or two  
• Candles and lighters  
• If you are worshiping alone, you may substitute letter-writing or some other act of service for 

foot-washing. In that case, you would need a pen and writing paper or a note card.  

What to do:  

• Light candles at the start of the evening that are then extinguished afterward.  
• Choose a celebrant and slowly read through the liturgy in your home.  
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Light a Candle 
To begin the service, light a candle to signify the presence of Christ, the light of the world.  

 
Begin worship with the Acclamation  

The Celebrant says  
  Blessed be our God. 
People  Now and for ever. Amen. 
Following the opening acclamation, the Celebrant may say  

This is the night that Christ the Son of Man gathered with his disciples in the upper room.  
This is the night that Christ our Lord and Master took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet, calling us 
to love one another as he has loved us.  
This is the night that Christ our God gave us this holy feast, that we who eat this bread and drink this 
cup may here proclaim his perfect sacrifice.  
This is the night that Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of those who would slay him. 

The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the People 
    The Lord be with you.  
People   And with your spirit. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
The Celebrant prays the Collect. 
Almighty Father, whose most dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it in thankful remembrance of Jesus Christ our 
Savior, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People  Amen. 

The Lessons 
As the following lessons are read aloud, carefully consider the meaning of each passage. After the 
readings, you may like to discuss them as a family or small group before you move on to the foot-
washing. For example, how do the OT texts relate to the NT texts? How doe the Passover and the Last 
Supper relate to Jesus’ coming death on a cross? What do these texts, taken together, tell us about 
God’s plan to redeem humanity from sin, evil, and death? This would be especially appropriate when 
children are participating in the liturgy.  

 
The Old Testament Reading 

The Reader first says 
  A Reading from Exodus 12:1-14 
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12 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning 
of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the 
tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a 
household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 
lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from 
the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on 
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which 
they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on 
the fire; with unleavened bread and  
bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or 
boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its 
inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you 
shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your 
belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's 
Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall 
be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will 
befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you 
shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your 
generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a 
feast. 

After the Reading, the Reader may say 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
Psalm 78:15-26 
15 In the daytime he led them with a cloud, * 
 and all the night through with a light of fire. 
16 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
 and gave them drink in abundance, as out of the great deep. 
17 He brought waters out of the stony rock, * 
 so that it gushed out like the rivers. 
18 Yet for all this they sinned more against him, * 
 and provoked the Most High in the wilderness. 
19 They tested God in their hearts * 
 and demanded food for their craving. 
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20 They spoke against God, saying, * 
 “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness? 
21 Indeed, he smote the stony rock, so that water gushed out, and the streams overflowed; * 
 but can he give bread also, or provide meat for his people?” 
22 When the Lord heard this, he was full of wrath; * 
 so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and there flared up fierce anger against Israel, 
23 Because they did not believe in God, * 
 and did not put their trust in his help. 
24 So he commanded the clouds above * 
 and opened the doors of heaven. 
25 He rained down manna upon them to eat * 
 and gave them food from heaven. 
26 So mortals ate the bread of angels; * 
 for he sent them food enough. 

At the end of the Psalm is said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen. 
 
The New Testament Reading 

The Reader first says 
  A Reading from 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he  
was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes. 

After the Reading, the Reader may say 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel Reading 

Reader first says 
   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 13 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During 
supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray 
him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied 
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it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but 
afterward you will understand.”8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered 
him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he 
knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to 
them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, 
for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 
  

John 13:1-15 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 
  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Foot-Washing 

The Celebrant introduces the Foot-washing ceremony, 
saying 

Fellow servants of our Lord Jesus Christ: On the night 
before his death, Jesus set an example for his  
disciples by washing their feet, an act of humble service. 
He taught that strength and growth in the life of the 
Kingdom of God come not by worldly power and 
authority, but by such lowly service. Therefore, I invite 
you who share in the royal priesthood of Christ to come 
forward, that we may recall whose servants we are by 
following the example of our Master. Come now 
remembering his admonition that what will be done for 
you is also to be done by you to others. Engrave on your 
hearts and mirror in your actions Jesus’ words: “A servant 
is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent 
greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” 
 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another. 

JOHN 13:34 
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At this time, using the water basin and towels, families or other groups should take turns washing each 
other’s feet. If you are worshipping alone, then you may want to spend some time writing a letter to 
someone who could use a word of encouragement or support.  

 
Spiritual Communion 

 
Pray for Your Needs and for the Needs of Others 
 
For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people of God. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For Foley Beach, our Archbishop, and John Miller, our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people of our 
Diocese and Congregation. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach and disciple others. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For leaders in government, for health professionals, and for all in public service. That they would govern 
and serve with wisdom, courage, and integrity.  
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For people everywhere affected by the corona virus; that the weak be made strong and the sick and 
suffering be made well.  
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For everyone afflicted by fear and anxiety; that they be filled with hope in your goodness and the power 
of your Holy Spirit to find comfort and bring comfort to others.  
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 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer.  
 
For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, in thanksgiving let us 
pray. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
Look with mercy, O Father, on our infirmities; and, for the glory of your Name, rescue us from all those 
evils we now endure; and grant that in all our troubles we may put our whole trust and confidence in 
your mercy, serving you in holiness and purity of life, to your honor and glory; through our only 
Mediator and Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Confess Your Sins 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
Silence 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. O Lord, have mercy upon 
us. Spare all those who confess their faults. Restore all those who are penitent, according to your 
promises declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his 
sake, that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 

 
The Words of Assurance 
 
Grant to your faithful people, merciful Lord, pardon and peace; that we may be cleansed from all our sins, 
and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Comfortable Words 
 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 

Exchange The Peace 
 
Reader   The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People   And with your spirit. 
 
Pray the Collect for Spiritual Communion 
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Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I 
desire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you 
to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together with all your faithful people [gathered 
around every altar of your Church], and I embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Never permit 
me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

Recite the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen  
 
Extinguish the Candle 
 
The people should depart in silence.  
 

 


