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A Welcome Message 
 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We welcome you 
to St. John’s, especially if you are here for the first time. St. John’s is an Anglican Church, 
affiliated with the Anglican Church in North America. Through our affiliation with the Global 
Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON), we are a member province of the worldwide Anglican 
Communion.  
 The people of St. John’s endeavor to be a church where the transforming gospel of Jesus 
Christ is proclaimed with clarity in our preaching, teaching, worship, and evangelism. We strive 
to be a people who respond to the challenges of our time and the needs of our community with 
Christian wisdom and moral integrity. At St. John’s we care deeply about passing on the “faith 
once delivered” to our children and grandchildren because we have tasted and seen that it is good 
news for all people in every place and age.    
 While you are with us, our greatest hope is that you encounter the risen Christ and that 
his presence brings you peace and joy. We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today, 
and we hope you will join us again soon!  

Yours in Christ,  
 
Fr. Bryan Hollon, Rector 
And the People of St. John’s 
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A hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung. 
A Poetry Reading  

Ascension Day, by Malcolm Guite 
We saw his light break through the cloud of glory 
Whilst we were rooted still in time and place 
As earth became a part of Heaven’s story 
And heaven opened to his human face. 
We saw him go and yet we were not parted 
He took us with him to the heart of things 
The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted 
Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings, 
Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness, 
Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight, 
Whilst we our selves become his clouds of witness 
And sing the waning darkness into light, 
His light in us, and ours in him concealed, 
Which all creation waits to see revealed . 
 

THE ACCLAMATION 
 

The People standing, the Celebrant says this 
  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
The Celebrant prays (and the People may be invited to join) 

 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
The Celebrant then reads the Summary of the Law. 
Jesus said: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 
these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets. 
 

KYRIE 
The Celebrant and people may sing or pray together once or three times  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us.   
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

GLORIA 
The Gloria or some other song of praise may be sung or said, all standing 
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Glory to God in the highest. And on earth peace to men of good will. We praise You. We bless You. We adore 
you. We glorify You. We give You thanks for Your great glory. O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
almighty. O Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son. O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father: you Who 
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. You Who take away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer. You Who sit at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are holy. You alone are the 
Lord. You alone, O Jesus Christ, are most high. Together with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Celebrant says to the People 
    The Lord be with you.  
People   And with your spirit. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 
The Celebrant prays the Collect. 
Almighty God, whose only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven: May our hearts and 
minds also there ascend, and with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  

People  Amen. 
THE FIRST READING 

The Reader first says 
  A Reading from Acts 1:1-14 
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he 
was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He 
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had come 
together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 
day’s journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 
Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.  
 
After the Reading, the Reader may say 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 68:1-20 
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1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *  
  let those who hate him also flee before him. 
2 As the smoke vanishes, so shall you drive them away; * 
  and as wax melts before the fire, so let the ungodly perish before the presence of God. 
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; *  
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
4 O sing unto God, and sing praises unto his Name; magnify him who rides upon the heavens. * 
  The Lord is his Name; rejoice before him. 
5 He is a father of the fatherless and defends the cause of the widows, * 
  God in his holy habitation. 
6 He is the God who gives the solitary a home, and brings the prisoners out of captivity, * 
  but lets the rebellious dwell in a desert land. 
7 O God, when you went forth before the people, * 
  when you went through the wilderness, 
8 The earth shook, and the heavens poured forth rain at the presence of God, * 
  even as Sinai also was moved at the presence of God, who is the God of Israel. 
9 You, O God, sent a gracious rain upon your inheritance *  
  and refreshed the land when it was weary. 
10 Your congregation found a dwelling there, * 
  for you, O God, of your goodness have provided for the poor. 
11 The Lord gave the word; * 
  great was the company of those who proclaimed the tidings. 
12 Kings with their armies fled, they fled, *  
  and the women at home divided the spoil. 
13 Though you have lain among the sheepfolds, * 
  yet shall you be like the wings of a dove that are covered with silver, and whose feathers shine like 

gold. 
14 When the Almighty scattered kings, *  
  it was as if it snowed in Zalmon. 
15 As the hill of Bashan, so is God’s hill, *  
  even a high hill, as the hill of Bashan. 
16 Why look with envy, you high hills? This is God’s hill, on which it pleases him to dwell; * 
  surely, the Lord will abide on it for ever. 
17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels, * 
  and the Lord has come from Sinai into the holy place. 
18 You have gone up on high; you have led captivity captive, and received gifts from men, * 
  even from your enemies, that the Lord God might dwell among them. 
19 Praised be the Lord daily, * 
  even the God who helps us and pours his benefits upon us. 
20 He is our God, the God from whom salvation comes; *  
  God is the Lord, by whom we escape death. 
 
At the end of the Psalm is said 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT READING 
The Reader first says 

  A Reading from 1 Peter 4:12-19 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice 
and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an 
evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 
God in that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what 
will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will 
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.  
 
After the Reading, the Reader may say  
 
   The Word of the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
A Poetry Reading 

The Salutation, by Thomas Traherene 
 
These little limbs,  
    These eyes and hands which here I find,  
These rosy cheeks wherewith my life begins,  
    Where have ye been? behind  
What curtain were ye from me hid so long?  
Where was, in what abyss, my speaking tongue?  
 
         When silent I    
    So many thousand, thousand years  
Beneath the dust did in a chaos lie,  
    How could I smiles or tears,  
Or lips or hands or eyes or ears perceive?  
Welcome ye treasures which I now receive.  
 
         I that so long  
    Was nothing from eternity,  
Did little think such joys as ear or tongue  
    To celebrate or see:  
Such sounds to hear, such hands to feel, such feet,  
Beneath the skies on such a ground to meet.  
 
         New burnished joys,  
    Which yellow gold and pearls excel!  

Such sacred treasures are the limbs in boys,  
    In which a soul doth dwell;  
Their organizèd joints and azure veins  
More wealth include than all the world contains.  
 
         From dust I rise,  
    And out of nothing now awake;  
These brighter regions which salute mine eyes,  
    A gift from God I take.  
The earth, the seas, the light, the day, the skies,  
The sun and stars are mine if those I prize.  
 
         Long time before  
    I in my mother’s womb was born,  
A God, preparing, did this glorious store,  
    The world, for me adorn.  
Into this Eden so divine and fair,  
So wide and bright, I come His son and heir.  
 
         A stranger here  
    Strange things doth meet, strange glories see;  
Strange treasures lodged in this fair world appear,  
    Strange all and new to me;  
But that they mine should be, who nothing was,  
That strangest is of all, yet brought to pass. 
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The Gospel Reading 

All standing, the Deacon or Priest reads the Gospel, first saying   
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave 
me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed. 6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they 
were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have 
given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and 
have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for 
them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may 
be one, even as we are one.  

John 17:1-11 
After the Gospel, the Reader says 
   The Gospel of the Lord.  
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE HOMILY 

Preached by Fr. Bryan Hollon 

NICENE CREED 

All stand to recite the Nicene Creed, the Celebrant first saying  
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:  
 
Celebrant and People 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, visible and invisible. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only-begotten Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
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was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son], 1  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

The Celebrant begins, saying  
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our prayer.” 
 
For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people of God. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For Foley Beach, our Archbishop, and Grant LeMarquand, our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people of our 
Diocese and Congregation. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach and disciple others. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For leaders in government, for health professionals, and for all in public service. That they would govern and 
serve with wisdom, courage, and integrity.  
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
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 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For people everywhere affected by the corona virus; that the weak be made strong and the sick and suffering be 
made well.  
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For everyone afflicted by fear and anxiety; that they be filled with hope in your goodness and the power of your 
Holy Spirit to find comfort and bring comfort to others.  
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, in thanksgiving let us pray. 
 
 Reader   Lord, in your mercy:  
 People   Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant Prays the following:  
Look with mercy, O Father, on our infirmities; and, for the glory of your Name, rescue us from all those evils 
we now endure; and grant that in all our troubles we may put our whole trust and confidence in your mercy, 
serving you in holiness and purity of life, to your honor and glory; through our only Mediator and Advocate, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Poetry Reading 
 
The Pulley by George Herbert  
 
When God at first made man,  
Having a glass of blessings standing by,  
“Let us,” said he, “pour on him all we can.  
Let the world’s riches, which dispersèd lie,  
Contract into a span.”  
 
So strength first made a way;  
Then beauty flowed, then wisdom, honour, pleasure.  
When almost all was out, God made a stay,  
Perceiving that, alone of all his treasure,  
Rest in the bottom lay.  
 

“For if I should,” said he,  
“Bestow this jewel also on my creature,  
He would adore my gifts instead of me,  
And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature;  
So both should losers be.  
 
“Yet let him keep the rest,  
But keep them with repining restlessness;  
Let him be rich and weary, that at least,  
If goodness lead him not, yet weariness  
May toss him to my breast.

The Confession and Absolution of Sin 
 
The Celebrant says 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
 
Silence 
The Celebrant and People kneel as able and pray 
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who 
sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE COMFORTABLE WORDS 

 
The Priest may then say the following 
 
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 
 

THE PEACE 
 
Celebrant   The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with your spirit.  
 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the provided sentences of Scripture. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
Psalm 96:8 
 
The People stand 

DOXOLOGY (THE OLD 100TH) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE SURSUM CORDA 

The People remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 
    The Lord be with you.  
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People   And with your spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth. 
 
Here a Proper Preface (pages 152-158) is normally sung or said. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

THE SANCTUS 
Celebrant and People sing 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had sinned against you 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our 
salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your 
will, he stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death 
we might be saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As 
our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the 
throne of grace. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and here* may 
break the bread; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 
vessel containing the wine to be consecrated. 
 
On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it,* and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
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Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer 
you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that 
he may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
The Celebrant then says 
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 
Celebrant and People together pray 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,    
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those    
who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
THE FRACTION 

 
If the consecrated Bread was not broken earlier, the Celebrant breaks it now. 
 
Celebrant [Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
 People  Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
 
Celebrant and People together may say 
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We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant and great mercies.  

We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
the crumbs under your table; 
but you are the same Lord 
whose character is always to have mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,  
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 

 
THE AGNUS DEI 

 
The following or some other suitable anthem may be sung or said here 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us your peace. 
 

THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION 
 
Facing the People, the Celebrant may say the following invitation 
 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those who are invited 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

REVELATION 19:9 
 
The Ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the People. 
 
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven 
 
The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Cup of Salvation 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  

of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
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that we are living members of the body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives this or a seasonal blessing 
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
A Poetry Reading

ASCENSION DAY, by Seamus Sweeney 

Ascension Day. A helpful article explains 
It was not up, up, up  like Apollo 
But in a cloud of unknowing. It marks 
  
High summer, long days at this latitude. 
Any explanation somehow strains 
Considering what it has to follow; 
  
The resurrection, when humanity embarks 
On a new course. Our attitude, 
Believe what we will, no longer remains 
  
What it was; even doubt is no longer hollow, 
But encloses a specific moment that sparks 
Through time since, a reason for gratitude. 
  
Back to the Ascension. Lifted out 
Of the human round. A culmination – 
If the story was just about 
  
One time, one place, one nation – 
It was not so. There is an After. 
Still to come, Acts; the illumination 
  
Of Pentecost. Plenty of exalted disaster. 
Plenty of human error, the fall of Saul. 
The realisation we can have but one Master, 
  
Hard earned as this knowledge is for us all. 
Ascension is a beginning, like all ends, 
In that cloud there is the call, 
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To follow our path wherever it sends. 
 
The Dismissal 
The Deacon, or the Priest, may dismiss the people with these words 
   Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia
 
 


