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AN ORDER FOR EVENING PRAYER (BCP PG. 41) 
May 15th,  2020 

The Officiant may begin Evening Prayer by reading an opening sentence of  Scripture. One of  the following, or a 
sentence from among those provided at the end of  the Office (pages 54-56), is customary. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness; let the whole earth stand in awe of  him. 
PSALM 96:9 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Officiant says to the People 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

Silence is kept. All kneeling, the Officiant and People say 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  

We have followed too much the devices and desires 
of  our own hearts. 

We have offended against your holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
and apart from your grace, there is no health in us. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Spare all those who confess their faults. 
Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of  your holy Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of  all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of  life, and the grace and consolation of  his Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

THE INVITATORY 
All stand. 

 Officiant O Lord, open our lips; 
 People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
Officiant     O God, make speed to save us; 
 People O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 



 People As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 Officiant Praise the Lord. 
 People The Lord’s Name be praised. 

The following or some other suitable hymn or Psalm may be sung or said. 

MAGNA ET MIRABILIA 
The Song of  the Redeemed  

O ruler of  the universe, Lord God,  
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
 surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of  righteousness and truth,*  
 O King of  all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,  
and sing the praises of  your Name? *  
 For you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *  
 because your just and holy works have been revealed. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen. 

Then follows 

THE PSALM OR PSALMS APPOINTED 

Psalm 33 

1 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; *  
  it is fitting for the just to be thankful. 
2 Praise the Lord with the harp; * 
  sing praises unto him with the ten-stringed lute. 
3 Sing unto him a new song; * 
  make skillful melody and cry aloud with joy. 
4 For the word of  the Lord is true, * 
  and all his works are faithful. 
5 He loves righteousness and true judgment; *  
  the earth is full of  the goodness of  the Lord. 
6 By the word of  the Lord were the heavens made, *  
  and all the hosts of  them by the breath of  his mouth. 
7 He gathers the waters of  the sea together, as in a heap, * 
   and lays up the deep, as in a treasure house. 
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; * 
  stand in awe of  him, all you that dwell in the world. 
9 For he spoke, and it was done; *  
  he commanded and it stood fast. 
10 The Lord brings the counsel of  the nations to naught; *  



       he makes the devices of  the peoples to be of  no effect, and casts out the counsels of  princes. 
11 The counsel of  the Lord shall endure for ever, * 
  and the thoughts of  his heart from generation to generation. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, * 
  and blessed are the people he has chosen for himself  to be his inheritance. 
13 The Lord looks down from heaven and beholds all the children of  men; * 
  from the habitation of  his dwelling he considers all those who dwell on the earth. 
14 He fashions all the hearts of  them * 
  and understands all their works. 
15 There is no king who can be saved by a mighty host; *  
  neither is any mighty man delivered by great strength. 
16 A horse is considered a vain hope to save a man; *  
  neither shall it deliver anyone by its great strength. 
17 Behold, the eye of  the Lord is upon those who fear him, *  
  and upon those who put their trust in his mercy, 
18 To deliver their soul from death, * 
  and to feed them in the time of  famine. 
19 Our soul has patiently waited for the Lord, *  
  for he is our help and our shield. 
20 Our heart shall rejoice in him, * 
  because we have hoped in his holy Name. 
21 Let your merciful kindness, O Lord, be upon us, *  
  as we have put our trust in you. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 

The Old Testament Lesson is read, the Reader first saying 

A Reading from Job 41 

1 “Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook, or press down his tongue with a cord? 2 Can you 
put a rope in his nose, or pierce his jaw with a hook? 3 Will he make many supplications to you? Will 
he speak to you soft words? 4 Will he make a covenant with you to take him for your servant for 
ever? 5 Will you play with him as with a bird, or will you put him on leash for your maidens? 6 Will 
traders bargain over him? Will they divide him up among the merchants? 7 Can you fill his skin with 
harpoons, or his head with fishing spears? 8 Lay hands on him; think of  the battle; you will not do it 
again! 9 Behold, the hope of  a man is disappointed; he is laid low even at the sight of  him. 10 No 
one is so fierce that he dares to stir him up. Who then is he that can stand before me? 11 Who has 
given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine. 12 “I will not 
keep silence concerning his limbs, or his mighty strength, or his goodly frame. 13 Who can strip off  
his outer garment? Who can penetrate his double coat of  mail? 14 Who can open the doors of  his 
face? Round about his teeth is terror. 15 His back is made of  rows of  shields, shut up closely as with 
a seal. 16 One is so near to another that no air can come between them. 17 They are joined one to 
another; they clasp each other and cannot be separated. 18 His sneezings flash forth light, and his 
eyes are like the eyelids of  the dawn. 19 Out of  his mouth go flaming torches; sparks of  fire leap 
forth. 20 Out of  his nostrils comes forth smoke, as from a boiling pot and burning rushes. 21 His 



breath kindles coals, and a flame comes forth from his mouth. 22 In his neck abides strength, and 
terror dances before him. 23 The folds of  his flesh cleave together, firmly cast upon him and 
immovable. 24 His heart is hard as a stone, hard as the nether millstone. 25 When he raises himself  
up the mighty are afraid; at the crashing they are beside themselves. 26 Though the sword reaches 
him, it does not avail; nor the spear, the dart, or the javelin. 27 He counts iron as straw, and bronze 
as rotten wood. 28 The arrow cannot make him flee; for him slingstones are turned to stubble. 29 
Clubs are counted as stubble; he laughs at the rattle of  javelins. 30 His underparts are like sharp 
potsherds; he spreads himself  like a threshing sledge on the mire. 31 He makes the deep boil like a 
pot; he makes the sea like a pot of  ointment. 32 Behind him he leaves a shining wake; one would 
think the deep to be hoary. 33 Upon earth there is not his like, a creature without fear. 34 He 
beholds everything that is high; he is king over all the sons of  pride.” 

After each Lesson the Reader may say 

The Word of  the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

CANTEMUS DOMINO 
The Song of  Moses 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *  
 the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *  
 the Lord has become my Savior.  
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
 the God of  my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
 The Lord is his Name. 
The chariots of  Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *  
 the finest of  those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  
 they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
 your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.  
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
 Who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of  wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; *  
 the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *  
 you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them *  
 on the mount of  your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *  
 the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * 
 for ever and for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  



 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen. 

The New Testament Lesson is read, the Reader first saying 

A Reading from 1 John 1:1-2:6 

1 John 1:1–2:6 (ESV) — 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word 
of  life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen 
and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that 
our joy may be complete. 5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If  we say we have fellowship with him while we walk 
in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if  we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of  Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If  we 
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If  we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If  we say we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 1 My little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin. But if  anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of  the whole world. 3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if  we keep his 
commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of  God is perfected. By 
this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way 
in which he walked. 

After each Lesson the Reader may say 

The Word of  the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
The Song of  Simeon 

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, *  
 according to your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, * 
 which you have prepared before the face of  all people;  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
 and to be the glory of  your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; * as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

LUKE 2:29-32 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 



Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
and born of  the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

 Officiant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with your spirit. 
 Officiant Let us pray. 

The People kneel or stand. 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us. or  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy Name,    
thy kingdom come,   
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those    
who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,   
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever. Amen.   



Then follows the Suffrages 

 Officiant O Lord, show your mercy upon us;  
 People And grant us your salvation. 
 Officiant O Lord, guide those who govern us; 
 People And lead us in the way of  justice and truth. 
 Officiant Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
 People And let your people sing with joy. 
 Officiant O Lord, save your people;  
 People And bless your inheritance. 
 Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 People And defend us by your mighty power. 
 Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;     .    
 People Nor the hope of  the poor be taken away. 
 Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 People And take not your Holy Spirit from us. 

The Officiant then prays the following Collects 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: 
Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR PEACE Monday 

O God, the source of  all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works: Give to your servants 
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments, 
and that we, being defended from the fear of  our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of  Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR PROTECTION 

O God, the life of  all who live, the light of  the faithful, the strength of  those who labor, and the 
repose of  the dead: We thank you for the blessings of  the day that is past, and humbly ask for your 
protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who 
died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Unless the Great Litany or the Eucharist is to follow, one of  the following prayers for mission is added. If  the Great 
Litany is used, it follows here, or after a hymn or anthem, and concludes the Office. 

PRAYER FOR MISSION 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake.  Amen. 



The Officiant may invite the People to offer intercessions and thanksgivings 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, 
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
 to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
 and all the blessings of  this life; 
 but above all for your immeasurable love 
 in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
 not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
 by giving up our selves to your service,  
 and by walking before you 
 in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time, with one accord to make our common 
supplications to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 
are gathered together in his Name you will grant their requests: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to 
come life everlasting.  Amen. 

 Officiant Alleluia, alleluia, Let us bless the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 

May the God of  hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of  the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

ROMANS 15:13T 


