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WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

The word, Gospel, literally means good news.  In its essence, the Gospel is an
announcement and it is good because it announces how the God of all creation
relates to people like you and me.  How do we catch this message?
We see it throughout all of Holy Scripture, we hear it from the pulpit and our
prayers, and we taste its goodness at the Lord’s Table.
The Gospel also opens our hearts to the newness of life and new creation.  It is a
word that takes what is dead and makes it alive.  As you come into worship, we
hope you are caught up in the Gospel at St. John’s Anglican Church.

CREATION

All of creation was made good, with humanity as its very good crown - created in
the image of God, male and female, the delight of His heart.

FALL

Humanity rebelled, seeking to be god rather than to submit to God, and began to
live life selfishly rather than according to His goodness. In this rebellion, we have
bound ourselves under sin, evil, and death. This results in alienation from God,
from one another, from creation, and even from ourselves, and brings us under
God’s righteous judgment. There is nothing we can do to help our estate.

REDEMPTION

God, in His mercy and great love for us and for all of creation, entered into the
world to save people and to renew his creation: Jesus Christ, God in flesh, came to
free us from sin, evil, and death. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus
paid the penalty for our sins, justified us by His grace, conquered evil and death,
and was exalted as King over all.  He will return to make all things new.

INVITATION

We are invited to be reconciled to God and participate in His renewal of all
creation. This requires repentance from our old way of life, having faith in Christ’s
act of love and mercy, and having a new life of grace and love with the Holy Spirit.
This can begin now. Join with us in worship, as we come to God in our need,
confess our sins, receive His forgiveness, hear His word, and are nourished by His
self-giving love in the bread and wine. Please speak to one of our clergy if you’d
like to learn more about forming a relationship with this God who loves you
already.



A Welcome Message

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We
welcome you to St. John’s, especially if you are here for the first time. St. John’s is
an Anglican Church, affiliated with the Anglican Church in North America.
Through our affiliation with the Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON),
we are a member province of the worldwide Anglican Communion.

The people of St. John’s endeavor to be a church where the transforming gospel of
Jesus Christ is proclaimed with clarity in our preaching, teaching, worship, and
evangelism. We strive to be a people who respond to the challenges of our time and
the needs of our community with Christian wisdom and moral integrity. At St.
John’s we care deeply about passing on the “faith once delivered” to our children
and grandchildren because we have tasted and seen that it is good news for all
people in every place and age.   

While you are with us, our greatest hope is that you encounter the risen Christ and
that his presence brings you peace and joy. We are delighted that you are
worshiping with us today, and we hope you will join us again soon!

Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Joe Gasbarre
The People of St. John’s

The Vision of St. John’s Anglican Church

St. John’s is a community where ordinary people are changed by the grace and goodness

of Jesus Christ to become faithful members of His church and humble servants to a

hurting world. We remain grounded in Jesus Christ by centering our life together in His

Word & Sacraments.



Prelude, by Maira Liliestedt
The Processional Hymn

The Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.



The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Summary of the Law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says:
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to His people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to His people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King
Almighty God and Father—
We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God in the highest
and peace to His people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to His people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sins of the world.
Have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father—
Receive our prayer.

Glory to God in the highest
and peace to His people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to His people on earth.

For you alone are the Holy One,
You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the Most High,
Lord Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the Glory of God the Father.

Glory to God in the highest
and peace to His people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest
and peace to His people on earth.
Amen. Amen.



The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with your spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O Lord, you have taught us that without love, all our deeds are worth nothing: Send your
Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, the true bond of
peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead before you; grant
this for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from Amos 8:4-12

4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,

5 saying, “When will the new moon be over,
that we may sell grain?

And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale,

that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances,

6 that we may buy the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and sell the chaff of the wheat?”

7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
8 Shall not the land tremble on this account,

and everyone mourn who dwells in it,
and all of it rise like the Nile,

and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile of Egypt?”
9 “And on that day,” declares the Lord God,

“I will make the sun go down at noon
and darken the earth in broad daylight.

10 I will turn your feasts into mourning
and all your songs into lamentation;

I will bring sackcloth on every waist
and baldness on every head;



I will make it like the mourning for an only son
and the end of it like a bitter day.

11 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord God,
“when I will send a famine on the land—

not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the Lord.

12 They shall wander from sea to sea,
and from north to east;

they shall run to and fro, to seek the word of the Lord,
but they shall not find it.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Psalm Appointed:  Psalm 138 (Confitebor tibi)

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole ׀ heart; |
even before the gods will I sing praises to ׀ you. ǁ

2      I will worship toward your holy temple and praise your Name, ’
because of your loving-kindness and ׀ truth, |

for you have magnified your Name and your word above all ׀ things. ǁ

3 When I called upon you, you ׀ heard me |
and gave me increase of ׀ strength. ǁ

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O ׀ Lord, |
for they have heard the words of your ׀ mouth. ǁ

5 They shall sing of the ways of the ׀ Lord, |
that great is the glory of the ׀ Lord. ǁ



6 For though the Lord be high, yet he has respect for the ׀ lowly; |
as for the proud, he beholds them from a ׀ far. ǁ

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, yet shall you re ׀ fresh me; |
you shall stretch forth your hand upon the furiousness of my enemies, ’
and your right hand shall ׀ save me. ǁ

8 The Lord shall make good his loving-kindness ׀ toward me; |
your mercy, O Lord, endures for ever; ’ despise not the works of your own ׀

hands. ǁ

Glory be to the Father, and to the ׀ Son, |
and to the Holy ׀ Spirit; ǁ

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall ׀ be, |
world without end. A ׀ men. ǁ

A Reading from 1 Timothy 2:1-7
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is
pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,4 who desires all people to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the
testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I
am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



The Gospel Hymn (Verses 1-3, then verses 4-5)



The Gospel Reading

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management,
for you can no longer be manager.’ 3 And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do,
since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig,



and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from
management, people may receive me into their houses.’5 So, summoning his master's
debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said,
‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and
write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred
measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master
commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you,
make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they
may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest
in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the
unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been
faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? 13 No
servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

LUKE 16:1-13
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Joe Gasbarre

The Nicene Creed

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, visible and invisible.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
  The reader pauses after each bidding, and the people may add petitions, either silently or aloud.

The Celebrant says
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our prayer.”
For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people of God.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

For Foley, our Archbishop, Mark, our Bishop, Joe our Priest, Chad and Mark our
Deacons, and for all the clergy and people of our Diocese and Congregation.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach and
disciple others.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.



For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public service.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, in
thanksgiving let us pray.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

Celebrant
Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator
and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Confession and Absolution of Sin
The Deacon or other person appointed says the following
All who truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and seek to live in love and charity with
your neighbors, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments of God,
and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith and make your humble confession to
Almighty God.

Silence

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of
sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Comfortable Words
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
MATTHEW 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.

JOHN 3:16T

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.

1 TIMOTHY 1:15

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

1 JOHN 2:1-2T

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with your spirit.

The Offertory
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.

1 PETER 2:9



The Offertory Hymn

Doxology (The Old 100th)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



The Sursum Corda
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with your spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus



The Prayer of Consecration
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we
had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched
out his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and
death we might be saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell
and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory,
that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my
Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is
shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy
Sacrament, and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us and we in him. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to
face.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction
Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon

the Cross.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy so much
as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the same Lord whose
character is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the
flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious
blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.



The Agnus Dei

The Ministration of Communion

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.



Communion Hymn





The Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father,
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal Kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always.  Amen.

Recessional Hymn



The Dismissal

Deacon Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

September Birthdays:

1 Abigail Bittaker
6 Patti McGuire

24 Hank Harris

Special Announcements

Contact Fr. Joe - I am here for you. If you would like to grab some coffee or other
beverages, or would like a home visit, please don’t hesitate to contact me at:
frjoe@stjohnscanton.org

Men’s Morning Prayer - Join us every Tuesday at Variety’s on Main at 7:30am to pray
and fellowship with one another.

Catechesis - Adults will begin a series called Praying the Biblical Narrative. We will
engage the biblical narrative of Creation/Fall/Redemption/Consummation with various
texts to capture the bigger story and learn to pray through the Scriptures with assistance
from the collects of the Prayer Book.
Youth (ages 11/12-18) are invited to their own catechesis upstairs in the Vestry room.
Similar to the adults, they will engage the biblical narrative giving them a framework for
reading the Bible.
Our children will begin Gospel Play, which is a highly interactive curriculum helping our
children catch the Gospel in the biblical narrative and within the Church calendar.

mailto:frjoe@stjohnscanton.org


Choristers/Adult Bible Study/Evening Prayer - We are very excited to announce the
beginning of a new ministry with our children along with a new Wednesday night
pattern!  Our children will begin their own choir aka choristers.  Alyssa and Karen will be
the leaders of this ministry.  The adults will have an informal group discussion on the
book, Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and the night will conclude with Evening
Prayer together.  This new “rule of life” group will begin on Wednesday, Sept. 21st and
continue every Wednesday at 6:30pm at the church.  If you have any questions, please
contact Alyssa or Karen.

Pumpkin Patch Outing - Fall is upon us and we want to enjoy every bit of it! Join us
after church on Sept. 25th to enjoy God’s creation and fellowship with one another at
Kings Way Pumpkin Farm. Admission is $10 per person. If you need financial assistance,
please contact Fr. Joe.

Parents’ Night Out - Join us for our monthly Parent’s Night Out! There will be pizza,
snacks, and drinks along with fun activities for all of the church youths. Please let Maggie
Archibald know if you have any questions and how many will be attending so she can
plan accordingly.

Upcoming Schedule

Adult and Children's Catechesis - Sundays at 9:00am at Church
Holy Eucharist - Sundays at 10:30am at Church and via FaceBook Live
Men’s Morning Prayer - Tuesdays at 7:30am at Variety’s

September
Gospel Play Begins/New Adult Catechesis - Sunday, Sept. 18th, 9am
Choristers/Bible Study/Evening Prayer - Wednesday, Sept. 21st, 6:30pm at church
Pumpkin Patch Fellowship - Sunday, Sept. 25th, after church at Kings Way

October
Vestry - Thursday, Oct. 13th, 6pm
Parents Night Out - Friday, Oct TBD, 6:00pm-9:00pm at the church
Trunk or Treat - Oct. 30th, TBD



Who We Are

St. John’s Clergy: St. John’s Secretary:
The Rev. Joe Gasbarre, Rector Maggie Archibald
The Rev. Chad Sanner, Deacon
The Rev. Mark Hottel, Deacon

St. John’s Vestry Members: St. John’s Treasurer:
Bob Archibald, Senior Warden Bill Griffing
David Beer
Maira Liliestedt
Daniel McWilliams
Joe Russell
Josiah Spencer


