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WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

The word, Gospel, literally means good news. In its essence, the Gospel is an
announcement and it is good because it announces how the God of all creation
relates to people like you and me. How do we catch this message?
We see it throughout all of Holy Scripture, we hear it from the pulpit and our
prayers, and we taste its goodness at the Lord’s Table.
The Gospel also opens our hearts to the newness of life and new creation. It is a
word that takes what is dead and makes it alive. As you come into worship, we
hope you are caught up in the Gospel at St. John’s Anglican Church.

CREATION

All of creation was made good, with humanity as its very good crown - created in
the image of God, male and female, the delight of His heart.

FALL

Humanity rebelled, seeking to be god rather than to submit to God, and began to
live life selfishly rather than according to His goodness. In this rebellion, we have
bound ourselves under sin, evil, and death. This results in alienation from God,
from one another, from creation, and even from ourselves, and brings us under
God’s righteous judgment. There is nothing we can do to help our estate.

REDEMPTION

God, in His mercy and great love for us and for all of creation, entered into the
world to save people and to renew his creation: Jesus Christ, God in flesh, came to
free us from sin, evil, and death. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus
paid the penalty for our sins, justified us by His grace, conquered evil and death,
and was exalted as King over all. He will return to make all things new.

INVITATION

We are invited to be reconciled to God and participate in His renewal of all
creation. This requires repentance from our old way of life, having faith in Christ’s
act of love and mercy, and having a new life of grace and love with the Holy Spirit.
This can begin now. Join with us in worship, as we come to God in our need,
confess our sins, receive His forgiveness, hear His word, and are nourished by His
self-giving love in the bread and wine. Please speak to one of our clergy if you’d
like to learn more about forming a relationship with this God who loves you
already.
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AWelcome Message

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We
welcome you to St. John’s, especially if you are here for the first time. St. John’s is
an Anglican Church, affiliated with the Anglican Church in North America.
Through our affiliation with the Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON),
we are a member province of the worldwide Anglican Communion.

The people of St. John’s endeavor to be a church where the transforming gospel of
Jesus Christ is proclaimed with clarity in our preaching, teaching, worship, and
evangelism. We strive to be a people who respond to the challenges of our time and
the needs of our community with Christian wisdom and moral integrity. At St.
John’s we care deeply about passing on the “faith once delivered” to our children
and grandchildren because we have tasted and seen that it is good news for all
people in every place and age.   

While you are with us, our greatest hope is that you encounter the risen Christ and
that his presence brings you peace and joy. We are delighted that you are
worshiping with us today, and we hope you will join us again soon!

Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Joe Gasbarre, Rector
The People of St. John’s

The Vision of St. John’s Anglican Church

St. John’s is a community where ordinary people are changed by the grace and goodness

of Jesus Christ to become faithful members of His church and humble servants to a

hurting world. We remain grounded in Jesus Christ by centering our life together in His

Word & Sacraments.
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Prelude, by Maira Liliestedt
The Processional
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The Acclamation
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Decalogue (Kneel as you are able)

Celebrant God spoke these words and said:
I am the Lord your God.
You shall have no other gods but me.

Celebrant You shall not make for yourself any idol.
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Celebrant You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in vain.

Celebrant Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.

Celebrant Honor your father and your mother.

Celebrant You shall not murder.

Celebrant You shall not commit adultery.

Celebrant You shall not steal.

Celebrant You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
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Celebrant You shall not covet.

EXODUS 20:1-17T; DEUTERONOMY 5:6-21T

The Kyrie
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with your spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of
your incarnate Son and the husband of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his
uprightness of life and his obedience to your commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us,
and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.  Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from 2 Samuel 7:4, 8-16

4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan,

8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my
people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the
great ones of the earth.10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over
my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD

declares to you that the LORD will make you a house.12 When your days are fulfilled and
you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he
shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men,
with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as
I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established
forever.’”

7



Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Psalm Appointed: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-29 (Misericordias Domini)

1 My song shall be always of the loving-kindness of the ׀ Lord; |
with my mouth will I ever be proclaiming your faithfulness; ’
from one generation to a .nother׀ ||

2 For I have said, “Mercy shall be built up for ׀ ever; |
your faithfulness shall be established in the ׀ heavens.” ║

3 I have made a covenant with my chosen ׀ one; |
I have sworn to David my ׀ servant: ||

4 “Your seed will I establish for ׀ ever, |
and set up your throne from one generation to a ”.nother׀ ║

19 You spoke in a vision to your saints, and ׀ said, |
“I have set the crown upon one who is mighty; ’
I have exalted one chosen out of the ׀ people. ||

20 I have found David my ׀ servant; |
with my holy oil have I a nointed׀ him. ║

21 My hand shall hold him ׀ fast, |
and my arm shall ׀ strengthen him. ||
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22 The enemy shall not be able to do him ׀ violence; |
the son of wickedness shall not ׀ hurt him. ║

23 I will smite his foes before his ׀ face |
and strike down those who ׀ hate him. ||

24 My faithfulness and my mercy shall be ׀ with him, |
and in my Name shall his horn be ex .alted׀ ║

25 I will give him dominion over the ׀ sea, |
and with his right hand shall he rule the ׀ rivers. ||

26 He shall say to me, “You are my ׀ Father, |
my God, and the rock of my sal ”.vation׀ ║

27 And I will make him my ׀ firstborn, |
higher than the kings of the ׀ earth. ||

28 My mercy will I keep for him for ׀ ever, |
and my covenant shall stand fast ׀ with him. ║

(repeat second half of chant)

29 His seed will I make to endure for ׀ ever |
and his throne as the days of ׀ heaven. ║

Glory be to the Father, and to the ׀ Son, |
and to the Holy ׀ Spirit; ǁ

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall ׀ be, |
world without end. A ׀ men. ǁ

A Reading from Romans 4:13-18

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.14 For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.
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16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one
who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 In hope
he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had
been told, “So shall your offspring be.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Hymn (Verses 1-3, then verses 4-6)

10



The Gospel Reading
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast
was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents
did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but
then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.46 After three days
they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to
him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for
you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you
not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the
saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and
was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

LUKE 2:41-52
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Joe Gasbarre

The Nicene Creed

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, visible and invisible.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
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through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Almighty and everliving God, we are taught by your holy Word to offer prayers and
supplications and to give thanks for all people. We humbly ask you mercifully to receive
our prayers. Inspire continually the universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and
concord; and grant that all who confess your holy Name may agree in the truth of your
holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

We pray that you will lead the nations of the world in the way of righteousness; and so
guide and direct their leaders, especially Joe, our President, that your people may enjoy
the blessings of freedom and peace. Grant that our leaders may impartially administer
justice, uphold integrity and truth, restrain wickedness and vice, and protect true religion
and virtue.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.
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Give grace, heavenly Father, to all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, and especially to your
servants Foley, our Archbishop, Mark, our Bishop, Joe, our Priest, Chad, Mark, and
David, our Deacons, that by their life and teaching, they may proclaim your true and
life-giving Word, and rightly and duly administer your holy Sacraments. And to all your
people give your heavenly grace, especially to this Congregation, that with reverent and
obedient hearts we may hear and receive your holy Word, and serve you in holiness and
righteousness all the days of our lives.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

Prosper, we pray, all those who proclaim the Gospel of your kingdom throughout the
world, and strengthen us to fulfill your great commission, making disciples of all nations,
baptizing them and teaching them to obey all that you have commanded.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

We ask you in your goodness, O Lord, to comfort and sustain all who in this transitory
life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

We remember before you all your servants who have departed this life in your faith and
fear, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we ask you to give us grace to follow
the good examples of all your saints, that we may share with them in your heavenly
kingdom.

Reader Lord, in your mercy:
People Hear our prayer.

Celebrant
Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator
and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.  Amen.
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The Confession and Absolution of Sin

The Deacon or other person appointed says the following
All who truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and seek to live in love and charity with
your neighbors, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments of God,
and walking in his holy ways: draw near with faith and make your humble confession to
Almighty God.
Silence

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
maker and judge of us all:
We acknowledge and lament our many sins and offenses,
which we have committed by thought, word, and deed
against your divine majesty,
provoking most justly your righteous anger against us.

We are deeply sorry for these our transgressions;
the burden of them is more than we can bear.

Have mercy upon us,
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may evermore serve and please you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of
sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Comfortable Words
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
MATTHEW 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.

JOHN 3:16T

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.

1 TIMOTHY 1:15
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If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

1 JOHN 2:1-2T

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with your spirit.

The Offertory
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to
God.

HEBREWS 13:16

The Offertory Hymn
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Celebrant Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours;
yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as Head above all. All
things come from you, O Lord,

People And of your own have we given you.
1 CHRONICLES 29:11, 14T

The Sursum Corda
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with your spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in
our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus
16
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The Prayer of Consecration
All praise and glory is yours, O God our heavenly Father, for in your tender mercy, you
gave your only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption. He
made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and he instituted, and
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in his Holy Gospel commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death
and sacrifice, until his coming again.

So now, O merciful Father, in your great goodness, we ask you to bless and sanctify, with
your Word and Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine, that we, receiving them
according to your Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his
death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

For on the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my
Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is
shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in
remembrance of me.”

Therefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of your dearly
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we your humble servants celebrate and make here
before your divine Majesty, with these holy gifts, the memorial your Son commanded us
to make; remembering his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection
and glorious ascension, and his promise to come again.

And we earnestly desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this, our sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving; asking you to grant that, by the merits and death of your Son
Jesus Christ, and through faith in his Blood, we and your whole Church may obtain
forgiveness of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present to you, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice. We humbly pray that all who partake of this Holy
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of your Son Jesus
Christ, be filled with your grace and heavenly benediction, and be made one body with
him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, because of our many sins, to offer you any sacrifice, yet
we ask you to accept this duty and service we owe, not weighing our merits, but
pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction
Celebrant Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once for all upon

the Cross.
People Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy so much
as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the same Lord whose
character is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the
flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious
blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.
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The Agnus Dei
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The Ministration of Communion

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All baptized Christians seeking to follow Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are welcome to
receive Holy Communion. As you come forward, if you wish to receive the bread and the
wine, place both hands out. Upon receiving the bread you may consume and drink from
the common chalice, or you may allow the other chalice bearer to dip your bread and
place it back in your hands. If you do not wish to receive Holy Communion, please cross
your arms and we will pray God’s blessing upon you. We believe God brought you to this
place and we pray for His blessing for you. If you wish to pursue baptism or have any
questions, please see one of our clergy.
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Communion Hymn

23



24



The Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us, in these holy mysteries,
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us, through this Sacrament, of your favor and goodness towards
us:

that we are true members of the mystical body of your Son,
the blessed company of all faithful people;
and are also heirs, through hope,
of your everlasting kingdom.
And we humbly ask you, heavenly Father,
to assist us with your grace,
that we may continue in that holy fellowship,
and do all the good works that you have prepared for us to walk in;
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through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those
whom you have nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of
repentance; through Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn
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The Dismissal

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

March Birthdays:

17 Suzanne Hollon
18 Genesis Spencer

18 Maria Wells
19 Julianne Liliestedt
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Special Announcements

Contact Fr. Joe - I am here for you. If you would like to grab some coffee or other
beverages, or would like a home visit, please don’t hesitate to contact me at:
frjoe@stjohnscanton.org

Lent Catechesis - For all ages every Sunday at 9am
Our Lenten discipline for catechesis will begin with Morning Prayer with both adults and
youth together. Afterwards, our youth will continue their catechesis upstairs and adults in
their conversations. The focus for both is entitled “The Dusty Narratives of Genesis: Our
Dust and God’s Mercy Revealed.”
Our children continue Gospel Play focusing on the season of Lent and biblical texts
related to the heart of the season.

Prayer and Fasting - If you would like to submit any prayer requests to our core groups
of intercessors, please contact Daniel Semelsberger. You may also request your prayers to
be placed in the Prayers of the People. Be sure to submit your request before Thursday of
the week to be placed in the bulletin.

Upcoming Schedule

Adult and Children's Catechesis - Sundays at 9:00am at Church
Holy Eucharist - Sundays at 10:30am at Church and via FaceBook Live
Midday Prayer - Tuesdays at 11:00am at Malone’s Cafeteria
Choristers/Adult Book Study/Evening Prayer - Wednesdays at 6:30pm at Church

March
Birthday Potluck - Sunday, March 26th after church

April
Palm Sunday - Sunday, April 2nd
Holy Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday - Brief Eucharist, 12pm-12:30pm
Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April 6th, 6:30pm
Good Friday - Friday, April 7th, 12pm (Jesus’ Dying Words) and 6:30pm
Easter Vigil - Saturday, April 8th, 8pm
Vestry Retreat - Saturday, April 29th
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Who We Are

St. John’s Clergy: Secretary of the Vestry:
The Rev. Joe Gasbarre, Rector The Rev. David Beer
The Rev. Chad Sanner, Deacon
The Rev. Mark Hottel, Deacon
The Rev. David Beer, Deacon

St. John’s Vestry Members: St. John’s Treasurer:
Don Swank, Sr. Warden Bill Griffing
Josiah Spencer, Jr. Warden
Megan Tennant
Maira Liliestedt
Daniel McWilliams
Joe Russell
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